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Th e Southern York County School District’s Inter-
net/Intranet Website (www.sycsd.org) received 
‘Honorable Mention’ in the 41st Annual Pennsyl-
vania School Boards Association (PSBA) Educa-
tional Publications Contest. Independent judges 
determined the winners from among 186 entries 
in nine categories, based on a minimum rating sys-
tem for each category.

Th e Website entries were judged on general appear-
ance, design, content, navigation, usability, and 
appropriate use of media for the message. Th e 
judges also considered the size of the school dis-
tricts that entered the contests.

“Not only is the District’s Website pleasing and 
easy to navigate, but it is also full of important 

information for all school district stakeholders,” 
said Wayne McCullough, Director of Administra-
tive Services.

Th e publications contest, which was fi rst held in 
1970, recognizes outstanding communications 
eff orts by local school entities and educational 
agencies. Th e District’s Website was one of several 
categories with which the District entered for the 
contest.

“It is a great pleasure to receive this award and I 
thank PSBA for this honor,” said Bruce Mickey, 
Coordinator of Information Systems. “I would also 
like to thank the members of the District’s Web-
site committee, with whom I have collaborated and 
who therefore, share in this award.” 

Schools Compete, Raise More Than $5,000
Administrators, teachers and staff  
from the Southern York County 
School District battled one 
another recently as they raced, 
tossed ping pong balls, bounced 
balloons, stacked apples, and 
shimmied through a hula hoop, 
all in order to raise money for the 
District’s scholarship program.

Th e third annual Battle of the 
Buildings raised $5,237.90 for 
the Southern York County School 
District Dollars for Scholars Pro-
gram. Teams from each of the six 
buildings competed in various 
races, while fans from each of 
the schools packed the Susque-
hannock High School gym and 
cheered for their teams. 

Th e high school team, Warrior 
Nation, fi nished with the most 
points, and for the third straight 
year, won this year’s Battle of the 
Buildings trophy. Southern Mid-
dle’s Warrior Pride tied for sec-
ond with Southern Elementary’s 
Team Good Times, while Team 
Admin placed third, an improve-

ment from last year’s fourth place 
fi nish.

District Athletic Director and 
event coordinator Chuck Abbott 
thanked everyone who helped 
make this year’s Battle of the 
Buildings a success. Th is year’s 
total surpassed the $4,322.50 
that was raised last year. 

“A very special thank you goes 
to all those individuals who par-
ticipated or worked behind the 
scenes to make our annual Battle 
of the Buildings successful,” he 
said. “Th e atmosphere was elec-
tric and the enthusiasm displayed 
was outstanding. Each year, it 
gets better and better.”

Th e photo above features members from the fi rst, second and third place 
teams along with members of the SYCSD Foundation. Th e money raised will 
benefi t the District’s Dollars for Scholars Program.

District Website Earns ‘Honorable Mention’ 
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BOARD MEETINGS
The Southern York County School District Board of 
Education holds meetings on the  third Thursday of 
January, February, March, April, May, June, July, 
August, September, October, November, and the 
fi rst Thursday of  December, unless otherwise not-
ed. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference 
Room of the District Administration building, unless 
otherwise noted. Meetings are also televised live 
via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
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Tax Offi ce.............................................. Ext. 7300

MISSION STATEMENT
The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and 
will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any 
of its activities, programs, employment policies or 
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972, or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 
1990.  Employees and participants who have an in-
quiry or complaint of harassment or discrimination, 
or who need information about accommodations for 
persons with disabilities, should contact the offi ce 
of the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, South-
ern York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
PUBLICATION

The Southern Way is published four times a year—
September/October, January/February, April, and 
May/June through the Publications and Public In-
formation offi ce of our district.  

WEBSITE
www.sycsd.org

© 2011; Southern York County School District. All 
rights reserved.

2

Schools Announce National 
Geography Bee Winners

Students in grades four, fi ve and six at Friendship, Southern, and Shrewsbury Elemen-
tary Schools participated this year in the National Geography Bee.  Following a qualifying 
test, the students from each class then proceeded to the preliminary round competition, 
where they answered questions on U.S. geography, state geography, U.S. cities, conti-
nents, world capital cities, and cultural geography. Th e top 10 students in this round 
went to the fi nal competition to determine the school winners. 

Th e National Geography Bee is an educational program of the National Geographic Soci-
ety, a nationwide geography competition for U.S. schools in grades fourth through eighth, 
designed to encourage the teaching and studying of geography. Tests are prepared by the 
National Geographic Society and administered by the schools.

School Winners

Friendship
1st...................................Jake Brummett
2nd...............................Lina Waterstradt
3rd ..................................Vance Zoeltsch

Southern
1st..........................................Jacob Ness
2nd....................................Michael Koval     
3rd..................................Emily Christian

Shrewsbury
1st........................................Alec Kramer
2nd ....................................Mason Wood
3rd....................................Angelica Hunt

Pictured to the right are Friendship Elemen-
tary School winners (left to right) – Principal 
Beth Koontz, Vance Zoeltsch, Jake Brummett, 
Lina Waterstradt and fourth grade teacher 
Karen Miller. 

Pictured to the left are Southern Elementary 
School winners (left to right) – Assistant Prin-
cipal Donna Koval, Emily Christian, Jacob 
Ness, and Michael Koval.

Pictured to the right are Shrewsbury Elementary 
School winners (front row, left to right) – Alec 
Kramer, Mason Wood, and Angelica Hunt; back 
row – Assistant Principal Stacey Pope and Prin-
cipal Jodie Sauers.
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SMS Student Advances to States in Geography Bee
‘Andrew Hoopes Places Second in State Competition’

Southern Middle school students also participated in this year’s 
National Geography Bee. Th e top two students proceeded to the 
fi nal round, where they answered three questions to determine 
the school’s ultimate winner.

Eighth graders Andrew Hoopes and Andrew Yarbrough 
advanced to this year’s fi nal round of competition, with Andrew 
Hoopes taking fi rst place. After qualifying for the state com-
petition with his written test score, Hoopes competed against 
students from all other elementary and middle school students 
in the state at the April 1, 2011 Pennsylvania State Geography 
Bee competition at Penn State University. He placed second 
overall.

At the state level, Hoopes answered all preliminary round ques-
tions correctly, he proceeded to the fi nal round and then on 
to the championship round of competition. Hoopes competed 
against one other student in the championship round.

“All students in fourth grade through eighth grade throughout 
Pennsylvania initially participated in the Geography Bee at the 
district level, Southern Middle School Principal Len Reppert 
said. “With only 100 students qualifying for the State Bee, I am 
so proud of Andrew and his accomplishment and sportsman-
ship. He demonstrated SMS PRIDE.”

After placing second, Hoopes received a National Geography 
CD as well as a $75 check along with a special assembly at 
Southern Middle School, where he was presented with a Bor-
der’s gift card. Students also decorated and signed a banner to 
congratulate him.

“Th is is a signifi cant accomplishment, not only for the school, 
but for Andrew,” teacher Robert Cousineau said. “No one from 
Southern Middle School ever made it to the Pennsylvania Geog-
raphy Bee.” 

Featured in the photo are the Southern Middle School fi rst and sec-
ond place winners. From left to right – Assistant Superintendent 
Julie Szymaszek, fi rst place winner, Andrew Hoopes, Southern 
Middle School Principal Len Reppert, second place winner, Andrew 
Yarbrough, teacher Bob Cousineau, and Assistant Principal Donna 
Shick. Hoopes went on to compete at the State Geography Bee and 
placed second overall.

Th e online program that has allowed seniors at Susquehannock 
High School to take classes from home will expand next year 
from a pilot to a full high school program. Th e Southern York 
County School Board approved the online program, beginning 
with the 2011-12 school year.

Th is year, the District implemented the pilot program for those 
seniors who wished to take one or more classes online. Th is pro-
gram provided fl exibility in their work or course schedules for 
their senior year.

Courses are off ered in English 12, U.S. Government and Eco-
nomics, PSSA Math 12 and Diversifi ed Occupations, through the 
Education 2020 online computer-based curriculum. Th e Educa-
tion 2020 program is aligned with the District’s curriculum and 
state standards. Each course is weighted 1.1 and awarded one 
credit upon students’ successful completion.

Th rough the online program, students have access to their 
course work 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Th ey complete 
their coursework independently and they also meet with instruc-
tors as required.  Th e program gives students fl exibility in their 
schedules to work, take college courses, and additional courses 
at the high school, said Sandra Lemmon, Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction.  “A total of 18 diff erent students are currently 
taking courses,” she said. “Most of the students tried at least a  
single course and are having a high level of success.”  

Lemmon said she expects more seniors to take part in the pro-
gram next year. “We feel the fl exibility that the program provides 
the students in their schedules is very positive,” she said. “In 
addition, the program opens doors for students to design their 
last year of high school to best meet their academic needs.”

District Approves High School Online Program
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Students Perform in Choral Festivals 

Friendship Song Fest 

Southern Song Fest

Friendship Honors Choir

Southern Honors Choir

Students from Friendship and Southern Elementary Schools performed 
in the Pennsylvania Music Educators District 7 Elementary Song Fest 
April 9 at Northern Lebanon High School. Th e students were also chosen 
by recommendation.

Th e Song Fest students from Friendship are featured above (left to right) –  Joe Fair, 
Vance Zoeltsch, Lina Waterstradt, and Sierra Wright; absent from picture – Sam Wat-
son. 

From Southern (Front row, left to right) – Julien Sherman, Emily Hellwig, and Michael 
Koval;  back row – Jacob Ness, Kelcie Baker, and Yulia Houseal.

In addition, three students from Friendship Elementary and one seventh 
grader from Southern Middle School performed in the OAKE National 
Choir in Minneapolis March 17-19.

In the left photo below, the Friendship students are (left to right) – Michaela Bryan, 
Kelsey McCullough, and Julia Twaddle; Joseph Speir (from Southern Middle School) is 
in the photo to the right.

Shrewsbury Honors Choir

OAKE National Choir

Several choral students in fi fth and sixth grades from Friendship, South-
ern and Shrewsbury Elementary Schools performed March 26 in the 
2011 York County Elementary Choral Festival at Red Lion Area High 
School. Th e event featured a one-day festival, in which students were 
chosen by recommendation to perform. 

From Friendship (bottom row) – Cassidy Bittner; (middle row, left to right) – Taylor 
Kopp, Amber Sweitzer, Hannah Naylor, and Destiny Rozitsky; (back row) – Sam Noel, 
Hailee Yeager, Bridget Riley, Addy Schefter, and Emily Augustyniak.

From Southern (front row, left to right) – Kate Burgess, Emma Day, and Melinda Yeh; 
(back row) – Elizabeth Ayers, Rachel Stockslager, Sydney Huggins, Camryn Lisze-
wski, Danielle Simpson, and Riley Gasdia.

From Shrewsbury (front row, left to right) – Abigail Phillips, Anna Fairbend, and 
Erica D’Amore; (middle row) – Nell Pugliese, Abigail McCarthy, Nathan Sergent and 
Casey Kummer; (back row) – Conor Custer, Kaleb Fair, and Rachel Sergent.
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The Southern York County School District, through a cooperative effort 
with the family and community, will provide a quality learning environment that 

promotes character, fosters responsibility and challenges students to achieve their potential. 

Dear Members of Southern York County Community, 
 
As I am sure you are aware of by now, Southern York County School District – like most school 
districts in the state – is facing significant budget challenges.  The 2011-12 budget must be 
balanced despite a sizeable decline in state subsidy to public education, as well as increasing 
costs related to state mandated retirement contributions, rising health care costs, and increasing 
special education costs.   
 
Southern York County School District is considered a leader in public education.  As we face 
these challenges, we are obligated to preserve the outstanding educational programs that provide 
our students with so many wonderful opportunities for learning and growth.  Our school district, 
and the 2011-12 budget, continues to demonstrate a commitment to excellence outside the 
classroom in the form of a wide variety of student centered extra-curricular and co-curricular 
activities. We believe learning is a lifelong process that includes not only the intellectual, but 
also the social, cultural, and physical development of the learner, as well. We will continue to 
provide a strong educational program with sustained academic progress.   
 
We have already taken steps this year and previous years to save money.  Those reductions, 
totaling more than $3 million, have helped us considerably as we look ahead and maintain one of 
the lowest real estate tax rates in York County.  We have, and will continue, to look at all 
expenditure areas and assess their benefits.  We stand dedicated to honor our community’s 
values and priorities as demonstrated through sound financial practices.   
 
In order to create a balanced budget for next year, with less money, a reduction of expenditures 
will be necessary. I am proud of the collaborative efforts of all School District staff members 
who have worked together to identify reduction in spending totaling $1.7 million - the 
cornerstone of these reductions is a salary freeze for all employees.  This action by the District’s 
administrators, teachers, and support staff validates their faithful commitment to our children and 
our educational program.  
 
This “Budget at a Glance” should help put our financial facts and figures into perspective.  It 
explains where our schools get their funding, how those funds are spent, and where our financial 
future lies.  
 
Finally, you should know that I am proud to be part of a community that values education, its 
children, and its future.   
  
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Dr. Thomas R. Hensley 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Budget        

2010-2011
Budget        

2011-2012
Percentage 

of Total
Increase 

(Decrease)
Revenues / Fund Balance

Local 30,238,175$    30,729,203$    67.36% 1.62%
State 14,569,556      13,103,479      28.72% -10.06%
Federal 465,000           346,000           0.76% -25.59%
Fund Balance Appropriation 1,439,000        1,439,000        3.15% 0.00%

TOTAL 46,711,731$    45,617,682$    100.00% -2.34%

Expenditures
Salaries 23,872,557$    22,852,070$    50.09% -4.27%
Employee Benefits / PSERS 8,454,255        8,555,330        18.75% 1.20%
Utilities 1,099,400        1,035,023        2.27% -5.86%
Transportation - Public/Non Public 1,842,062        1,792,029        3.93% -2.72%
Contracted Special Education 1,471,216        1,532,930        3.36% 4.19%
Supplies/Books 1,299,041        1,314,125        2.88% 1.16%
Property/Equipment 786,436           771,175           1.69% -1.94%
Technology Program 554,640           476,640           1.04% -14.06%
Payments to York School of 
Technology 445,000           425,700           0.93% -4.34%

Purchased Regular Educational 
Services/Charter Schools 785,875           677,220           1.48% -13.83%

Athletic Fund 243,325           243,925           0.53% 0.25%
Staff Development 71,691             64,491             0.14% -10.04%
Debt Payments (Principal & Interest) 5,338,132        5,266,124        11.54% -1.35%
Budgetary Reserve 200,000           400,000           0.88% 100.00%
Other 248,101           210,900           0.46% -14.99%

TOTAL 46,711,731$    45,617,682$    100.00% -2.34%  
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2011-12 Budget 

The 2011-12 proposed final budget, which was developed during the 2010-11 year, is the most 
difficult in our memories.  The budget process included the difficult undertaking of not funding 
more than $1.7 million of staff, services, and supplies from the current budget.  As always, we 
evaluated every budget line item to see where savings might be realized.  These measures were 
needed in order to finish with a 2011-12 proposed final budget that maintained the integrity of 
our outstanding educational program, yet minimized a tax increase.   
 

The Southern York County School District’s final budget for 2011-12 includes a 1.32% real 
estate tax increase (0.22 mills) over the current budget. This results in an additional $38.50 for 
the median assessed home in Southern York County School District.  

 

The tax increase of 1.32% is below the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) index of 
1.7%. The index was the amount determined by PDE as the allowable tax increase for the 
Southern York County School District. This is the 4th consecutive year the School District’s tax 
increase is below the PDE index. It is 
worth mentioning that the strategy of 
many school districts is to tax at or 
near the PDE index – a strategy that 
is difficult to dispute due to the 
uncertainties of revenue sources and 
known expenditure increases. It 
should be noted, however, that this is 
not the strategy of our Board of 
Education. The strategy of our Board 
of Education is to do everything 
possible to maintain the lowest 
possible tax rate necessary to carry 
on our outstanding educational 
program.  In short, we are not taxing 
to build up a surplus. 

York County Tax Rates 

      2010‐11 
Real Estate 
Tax Rates 

2008‐09 
Equalized 
 Mills * 

 

York City 

 

29.54 

 

33.8 
Northeastern 23.28  23.2
Dallastown 22.26  22.4
Red Lion 22.0597  21.8
South Eastern 20.4824  20.5
Dover 20.33  22.9
York Suburban 20.171  22.8
West York 19.8121  20.6
Spring Grove 19.13  21.0
Hanover 19.07  20.9
Eastern 18.85  20.9
Central 17.76  18.8
Southern 16.62  17.7
South Western 16.28  15.6

*2008‐09 is the most recent data on equalized mills

 
Tax Rates and Equalized Mills  

The table to the right shows the real 
estate tax rate and equalized mills of 
the District in comparison to other 
York County districts.  

What is a Mill? 
A mill is a unit of currency that is 
equivalent to 1/1000 of a United 
States dollar (1/10 of one cent or  
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$.001). A mill levy is the number of dollars a taxpayer must pay for every $1,000 of assessed 
value. For example, the current 2010-11 real estate tax rate of 16.62 mills results in a tax bill of 
$1,662 for a home assessed at $100,000.  

What is an Equalized Mill?                             
An equalized mill is a standard millage calculated by dividing a school district’s total taxes by its 
total market value.   In other words, equalized mills express tax rates as a percentage of market 
value. Equalized mills are used to provide real comparisons of actual tax efforts across district 
lines.  This comparison is important because the calculation includes the entire market value of 
school districts, including residential and commercial properties.  

Southern York County School District remains next to the lowest in York County for real 
estate millage and equalized millage rates. 

Unfunded Staff, Services, and Supplies 
 
The following is a list of $1,766,353 staff, services, and supplies that are not funded in the 2011-
12 proposed general fund budget: 
 
• All staff members, including administrators, faculty, and staff, will have a salary freeze.  
• Reductions in administrative staff, including the Director of Curriculum & Instruction 

position and one Assistant Elementary Principal position. 
• Reductions in professional teaching staff, including six teaching positions due to retirement.  
• Reductions in support staff, including one business office position due to retirement, one 

technology coordinator position due to attrition, two custodians due to retirement, and two 
aides due to retirement.   

• Supplemental summer technology staff is eliminated and supplemental summer custodial 
staff is reduced by 75%. 

• Reductions in building and area budgets by 5%, including all building allocations, 
technology allocation, District services and supplies, and maintenance and custodial supplies. 

• Reductions in transportation services and travel, including two vehicles from the District 
fleet, and consolidation and reduction of other transportation services. 

• Reductions in conferences and workshops by 65%. 
• Reductions in District programs (no programs have been eliminated) as follows:  

(a) Southern Middle School wireless technology project postponed, (b) District newsletter 
and calendar to be online only, (c) tree/shrub care, (d) increase in the fee for student driver’s 
education in-car program, and (e) 14 assistant coaching positions will not be filled (all 
athletic programs will remain in place). 

The School District’s business office is readily available to meet with you 
individually or in groups to present and discuss budget and financial 
information related to the School District.  It is our desire that the 

budget process and financial affairs of the School District are open and 
understood by the citizens of our community. Detailed budget 

information is available on the District website at:  www.syc.k12.pa.us.
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Athletic Achievements

All-Star Teams
Congratulations to the following Susquehannock High School winter student 
athletes who were selected to the Coaches’ YAIAA All-Star Teams:

Chloe Mistovich .............................................. Girls’ Basketball
David Shugrue .................................................Boys’ Swimming

In addition, the boys’ and girls’ swim teams as well as head swimming coach, 
Tim Groth, were selected as recipients of the YAIAA Sportsmanship Award. Th e 
Sportsmanship Award is determined by the YAIAA swimming coaches.

The Winter All-Stars include (left to right) seniors 
Chloe Mistovich and David Shugrue.

Th e Best Buds Club at Susquehannock 
High School invited the community to a 
day of activities, food and fun at its fi rst 
annual Autism Walk, Saturday, April 9. 
Th e event, which was held at the high 
school track, featured a one-mile walk 
around the track, along with face painting, 
a DJ, bounce houses, and food. Th e event 
raised $4,710.53, and all proceeds will 
benefi t Autism York, an organization in 
York and Adams Counties which provides 
support, events, and programs for autistic 
individuals, as well as their parents and 
families. 

Th e Best Buds Club is a social organization 
that matches students who seek social role 
models, with other students, who serve as 
their peers, teacher and club advisor Karen 
Somerville said. Th e club consists of buds 
(the students, who are looking for social 
opportunities), peers (role models, who 
are matched with the buds), and associ-
ates (members, who do not have specifi c 

buds, but still socialize with everyone). 
Buds and their peers spend time together, 
attend events and talk frequently. 

“We take the kids in need of socialization 
or who are shy and bring them together 
with role models,” she said. “Best Buds has 
made the students feel more apart of their 
school.”

Senior Caitlin Schlaline served as an asso-
ciate last year and said it helped her get to 
know everyone in the club. Th is year, she 
enjoys her time as a peer. “As an associ-
ate, you have one on one interaction with 
everybody,” she said. “I love having a bud 
this year.”

Although some of the buds in the club 
have autism, not everyone has special 
needs. Some of the students have little or 
no involvement with school and Best Buds 
helps them get involved. Together, mem-
bers of the club meet monthly and par-
ticipate in events and activities together. 

Besides Somerville, teachers, Christine 
Bosley and Linda Hershner, also serve as 
advisors for Best Buds. Th e club, which is 
in its second year at the high school, has 
about 45 members this year.

“We have such an eclectic group this year,” 
Somerville said. “Th is year, it is more about 
acceptance and diversity. “It’s wonderful 
on both ends how it makes everyone feel.”

Senior Jenna Blackson serves as Best Buds 
President this year. “Th e change in the 
buds is amazing this year,” she said and 
added that she has been matched as a peer 
with the same bud for the past two years. 
“I love my bud. In fact, I love the commu-
nication with all of the buds.”

Since April was Autism Awareness Month, 
the club helped bring together students 
and community members in the District’s 
Autism Walk. “We really wanted to teach 
the students to give back to our commu-
nity,” Somerville said about the event. 

Social Group Sponsors Autism Walk 



Students Help Fight Cancer 
with Annual Mini-THON

For the third straight year, students at Southern Middle 
School danced, raced, and played games without sitting for 
seven hours to help children with cancer. As part of the Four 
Diamonds Fund, the school raised more than $12,000 to 
help combat childhood cancer. Th e Four Diamonds Fund, 
which began in 1972, assists children who are treated for 
cancer at Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital, along with 
their families. 

During the third annual Mini-THON, about 115 middle 
school students participated in an all-inclusive program 
that featured entertainment, games, music and prizes. Th e 
students, however, had to stand for seven hours. 

Th is year’s event surpassed last year’s fundraising total of 
$11,039.34 and reached $12,728.21, said Laura Szkudlapski, 
English teacher, and Southern Middle School Four Diamonds 
Fund advisor. Inspired by Penn State’s yearly dance event, 
THON, the Mini-THON was the culmination of a year-
long fundraising eff ort. To participate, students raised a 
minimum of $35 in pledges and promised to stay on their 
feet the entire time. Th ose who raised $75, received a free 
Mini-THON socks. Th e Mini-THON included donations from 
local businesses, families, and help from parent and student 
volunteers. 

“It was a wonderful event,” Szkudlapski said. “Th e students 
competed in games, according to their color teams, and the 
winning team took home a prize.”

Th roughout the fundraising program, students also paid to 
take part in various activities, including Hat Day, PJ Day, 
along with candy gram and popcorn sales. Students also paid 
to duct tape staff  to the cafeteria wall. In addition, during 
the District’s Battle of the Buildings event, the middle school 
raised more than $500 in raffl  e ticket sales and gave away 
prizes, such as Vera Bradley items, sports memorabilia, and 
gift cards. 
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For Emily Bull, a junior at Susquehannock High School, the 
chance to spend a semester working, living, and studying in 
Washington, D.C. is a dream come true. After being notifi ed  
that she was chosen to serve as a page for the United States 
House of Representatives, Bull left home and school this 
winter, and moved to the Capital.

Bull is also the fi rst student at Susquehannock High School 
to be accepted as a page for the House of Representatives, 
Acting Principal Robert Bryson said. Th e application process 
began last year when she learned about the page program in 
the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate.

“I was talking to my track coach, Mr. Stough, last spring about 
my future,” Bull said. “He knew I was interested in attending 
the Naval or Coast Guard Academy and told me about the 
page program.” 

Bull spent most of last summer completing applications, 
writing essays, seeking letters of recommendation, and con-
tacting U.S. senators and members of Congress, hoping for 
an appointment. Such an appointment came from U.S. Rep-
resentative Bill Shuster, of Pennsylvania’s 9th Congressional 
District.

As a page, Bull serves on the support staff  for Shuster along 
with other representatives of the  Republican Party. She is 
only one of 70 pages to be chosen each semester, she said. 
House pages are juniors, who live in the Page Residence Hall, 
work full time for the House of Representatives, and study at 
the House Page School, which is located in the Library of Con-
gress. Classes begin by 6:45 a.m. and continue through noon. 
She works either in the afternoons or evenings, depending 
upon her shift. Although Bull may only return home when 
there are no events scheduled, pages may attend seminars 
throughout Washington and the surrounding states.

“Th is opportunity will help me in so many ways,” Bull said. 
“Th is is great for my resume, college and for jobs. It’s a huge 
honor and I am really excited.”

With potential aspirations of law school and politics, Bull 
said she will experience the political process fi rsthand. “It’s 
so hard to experience it unless you work there at the Capital,” 
she said.

Even though Bull temporarily leaves behind her family, 
friends, and Susquehannock High School, she looks forward 
to returning to high school for her senior year. “I am 100 per-
cent confi dent that this is worth it,” she said. 

Student Works as Gov’t Page

Teachers Steve Hildebrand (left) and Michael Konzelmann 
(right) agreed to have their heads shaved during the fi nal 
week of fundraising. “We made more than $400 in just one 
day, more than in any other day,” Szkudlapski said.
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Susquehannock High School

All Sports Booster Club and Alumni Association

Celebrity Golf  Tournament

Featuring:
Prominent Area Sports Celebrities, Including 

Representatives From a Variety of Local and Professional 
Teams

 Date ...................................................................................Friday, May 13, 2011
 Location  ........................................ Hickory Heights Golf Course, Spring Grove
 Time  .................................................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
 Format  .............................................................Four-Person Best Ball Scramble
 Entry Fee  ........................................................$85 per Golfer / $340 per Group

Entry Includes — Greens Fees; Cart for 18 Holes; Continental Breakfast;  
Catered Lunch; Celebrity Autographs; Prizes; Raffl es

Detach here and return to:
Chuck Abbott, Athletic Director - Susquehannock High School - PO Box 128 - Glen Rock, PA 17327

Phone:  (717) 235-4811/Extension 4240   E-mail: chuck.abbott@sycsd.org

ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO SHS CELEBRITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

Contact Person / Phone Number / E-mail _______________________________________________

1.  _____________________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________________________________

4.  _____________________________________________________________________________

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE SUSQUEHANNOCK ALL SPORTS BOOSTER CLUB SCHOLARSHIP FUND AND
THE SUSQUEHANNOCK HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION.
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Astronaut Visits Southern Elementary School
Commander Chris Cassidy Describes Life at the International Space Station

Cassidy signed autographs and answered questions for second graders in 
Beth Peters’ class.

Southern Elementary School students learned fi rsthand about space missions aboard 
a space shuttle, the International Space Station, non-gravity conditions, and just how 
Earth looks from about 220 miles into space.

Commander Chris Cassidy visited Southern Elementary School and addressed the stu-
dents, answered questions about his work as an astronaut, and also signed autographs. 
Cassidy’s visit was part of the Astronaut Appearances Offi  ce (AAO). 

Students asked about his last mission into space, which took place aboard the Space 
Shuttle Endeavour, in July 2009. Th e mission was postponed several times before actu-
ally succeeding, he said, and added that he and his crew spent 16 days in space. 

“We put our space suits on three hours before the launch,” Cassidy said. “Two hours 
before liftoff , we get strapped in. Th en nine minutes before launch, it is decided whether 
we launch or not.” 

At that time, the clock starts ticking down and then with 30 seconds to go, the shuttle’s computer system takes over, he explained. 
Although the computer drives the shuttle, the crew is trained to take over the controls, particularly during the landings. 

We travel 17,500 miles per hour,” he said. “Th at’s fi ve miles per 
second. It takes 1.5 hours to go around the Earth.”

Cassidy and his crew joined astronauts from Russia, Canada 
and Japan at the International Space Station. He and his crew 
were assigned to conduct maintenance of some of the equip-
ment. For this, they had to wear their 350 pound space suits.

“Th e white suit is used for space walks,” he said. It’s very heavy 
and needs special equipment which keeps us alive in the absence 
of the atmosphere.”

Students also learned how Cassidy and his crew ate, slept and 
washed during their time in space. During their time at the 
International Space Station, the astronauts have to improvise 
when it comes to bathing, he added. Since there are no showers 
available, they use baby wipes, waterless shampoo, and tooth-
paste that may be swallowed.

“It feels exciting at fi rst to be at the International Space Sta-
tion,” Cassidy said. “Th en you realize that you have a lot of work 
to do.”

Photo courtesy of NASA
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